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superiority of the Americans to all other peoples there can of course 
be no doubt. Recently there has been more or less outcry in the 
United States against the Japanese , and , if we should hastily assume 
that this is entirely due to a difference in race or in color, we should be 
obliged to admit that, in times past, differences of other kinds have cre- 
ated similar outcries, equally as strong, against the Germans or the 
English or other peoples. At the present moment perhaps the most 
dangerous antagonism in the world and the one that most threatens to 
disturb the peace is that between England and Germany, and this cer- 
tainly is not to be explained by any difference in color. Going back 
several hundred years, to a time when great wars were produced by 
differences in religion, we find that Francis I of France, in order to 
fight his white enemies, was willing to take the unprecedented step of 
making an alliance with the Turks , overlooking differences in race, in 
color and in religion all combined. To-day, perhaps partly if not largely 
as the result of various manifestations in the United States , we find Rus- 
sia and Japan getting together in the Far East, in spite of permanent 
racial differences and temporary discords. It would be easy to carry 
on the analysis of present and past conditions almost indefinitely, to 
show that differences in color are not likely to assume an exclusive 
prominence, in the development of international relations, although they 
will continue to play in the future, just as they have done in the past, a 
certain part, which will on occasion be predominant or subordinate 
according to circumstances and conditions. 

J. B. M. 

The International Relations of the Chinese Empire. By HOSEA 
Ballou Morse. London, Longmans, Green and Company, 1910. 
— xxxix, 727 pp., with illustrations, maps and diagrams. 

China and the Far East. Edited by GEORGE H. Blakeslee. 
New York, Thomas Y. Crowell and Company, 1910. — xxii, 455 pp. 

Mr. Morse, who modestly calls himself a "compiler," has made a 
substantial and valuable contribution to what has been published con- 
cerning China. He was impelled to undertake his task by the convic- 
tion that narratives of events in China have been too often influ- 
enced by preconceptions that the Chinese were always right and the 
western nations always wrong, or vice versa, or by the desire to exalt 
some hero. In such narratives much use was naturally made of salient 
and picturesque events, such as the imprisonment of the foreign 
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merchants and the seizure of opium in 1839 and the affair of the 
lorcha " Arrow" in 1856, to the almost entire neglect of the less ex- 
citing incidents of the intervening years. These incidents Mr. Morse 
has, without passing over the more attractive topics, undertaken to re- 
late, without omitting anything that may be considered as having ap- 
preciably affected the course of history. In the absence of serial pub- 
lications of state papers, such as the governments of the West are 
accustomed to issue, he was obliged to rely on other sources. He was 
able to find, however, in the pages of the Chinese Repository , transla- 
tions of many of the Chinese state documents ; and he has enjoyed the 
important privilege of access to the archives of the British Foreign 
Office and has been permitted to publish various despatches which had 
not previously seen the light. His narrative covers the period of con- 
flict from 1834 to i860, but he devotes full preliminary chapters to an 
explanation of the system of government in China, including methods 
of taxation, and to early foreign relations, to the Canton factories and 
to the question of jurisdiction. He treats in a manner fairly exhaustive 
the opium question and the part which the Chinese and foreigners took 
in the traffic. The censure which he pronounces on Mr. Reed, Ameri- 
can minister to China, that he " must be included among those who 
have betrayed great causes," because, contrary to his instructions, he 
omitted from his treaty the anti-opium provision of the treaty of 
Wanghia, may be considered somewhat severe, so far at any rate as he 
places upon him responsibility for Lord Elgin's course in proposing to 
legalize the trade. Lord Elgin was a capable diplomatist, with views 
and purposes of his own, and is hardly a proper subject for the plea of 
evil suggestion. Indeed, among the very passages which are cited to 
prove the wrong done by Reed, there is Reed's statement, made 
directly to Lord Elgin, that he omitted the anti-opium clause at the 
latter's instance. No doubt it may justly be said that a man of stronger 
moral fibre than Reed would have firmly adhered to the instructions 
that were given to him against the opium traffic. But it would be a 
mistake to lay too much emphasis on the precise phrasing of the author's 
opinion concerning the conduct of a particular American minister. In 
addition to careful investigation, Mr. Morse exhibits throughout his 
work a spirit of candor and a desire to reach just conclusions. 

The volume edited by Professor Blakeslee is of a distinctly opposite 
type to that written by Mr. Morse. It embodies the results of a 
" conference " on China and the Far East, held with the two- fold aim 
of emphasizing the importance of fuller instruction in the development 
of the eastern world and of promoting a more general and more ac- 
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curate knowledge of far-eastern conditions. There are twenty- two 
papers by various specialists, one of whom is Mr. Morse, who writes 
on the history and economics of the foreign trade of China. The ad- 
dresses, however, are not all confined to the dissemination of informa- 
tion as to present conditions. Mr. Millard, the author of two works 
on the Far East, writes on the need of a " distinctive American policy 
in China," and expresses the hope that on a day not far distant an 
American statesman, presumably one exercising presidential authority, 
will announce that the United States considers the territorial integrity 
and political autonomy of China ' ' within the entire limits of the 
Empire as now constituted " to be so important that the United States 
would "regard any encroachment or aggression upon either, by any 
nation whatsoever, as inimical to the interests of this nation." Mr. 
Millard thinks that such an utterance " probably would startle the 
diplomatic world " and perhaps cause a temporary international 
" flurry," but that it would eventually be a makeweight for peace in 
the Far East, just as the Monroe Doctrine has tended to protect 
Central and South America against European ambitions. He does 
not examine the question whether Russia and Japan, for instance, 
would view the assertion of a claim of predominant influence and 
exclusive right of expansion by the United States in China with the 
same complacency with which they view the assertion of the Monroe 
Doctrine by the same power in the western hemisphere. 

J. B. M. 

Das Internationale Privat- und Zivilprozessrecht auf Grund der 
Haager Konventionen. By F. Meili and A. Mamelok. Zurich, 
Orell Fiissli, 191 1. — 427 pp. 

Few branches of the science of law have been so generally neglected 
in this country as comparative law and its complement, the conflict of 
laws, or private international law, as it is known in Europe. And yet, 
with the constant growth in international intercourse, no branch of law 
would seem more properly to justify scientific and methodical study 
than the body of rules by which we judge the creation, validity, opera- 
tion and termination of legal relations entered into by nationals of dif- 
ferent states or by persons situated in different autonomous territories, 
or having reference to property situated abroad. The necessity for 
regulating the difficulties occasioned by divergent systems of municipal 
law led to the calling of conferences as early as 1874 ; but the meet- 
ings at the Hague in 1893, 1894, 1900 and 1904, at which most of 



